July 28, 2009

Office of Governor Charlie Crist 

Senate President Jeff Atwater

State of Florida



824 US Highway 1, #210

The Capitol, 400 S. Monroe St.

North Palm Beach, FL 33408

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

House Speaker Larry Cretul 


Speaker Designate Dean Cannon

6911 SW Highway 200 


1992 Mizell Avenue, Suite 200

Ocala, FL 34476-9210


Winter Park, FL 32792-4117

Dear Governor Crist, Senate President Atwater, House Speaker Cretul and Speaker Designate Cannon:

As leaders in the growing marriage movement across the country, we have become aware of and are very excited about the ground breaking and innovative Florida Marriage Preparation Act.  The statewide Florida effort to strengthen marriages is starting to get the attention of national leaders and was recently featured in a lengthy segment on Florida Public Radio’s Capitol Report. 

Recently, TIME Magazine’s July edition also featured a cover story on the crisis of marital breakdown in America.  The article stated:  

“No other single force is causing as much measurable hardship in this country as the collapse of marriage.  It hurts children, it reduces mothers’ financial security, and it has landed with particular devastation on those who can bear it least: the nation’s underclass.”  

Sadly, Florida leads this crisis as the Sunshine State has the highest number of recorded divorces in America—well over 86,000 a year.  However, something very special is happening in Florida to try and alleviate this statistic and ensure that kids have the best chance to grow up with both a mom and dad.  The passage of the unique Marriage Preparation Act would lower the divorce rate, prevent family breakdown, save taxpayers literally billions per year, and create a national model for other states to follow.  

This bill not only creates an economic incentive for couples to obtain pre-marital education, but presents an extraordinary opportunity to fund Community Marriage Initiatives (CMI’s) which will teach marriage education skills to tens of thousands of engaged and married couples.  Other CMI’s around the country have experienced measurable drops of 10-15% in their region’s divorce rates as a result of their work.  Live the Life, Inc. in Tallahassee is one of the country’s premier CMI’s and they have experienced a stunning 29% drop in the divorce rate in Leon County since its inception. 

The effect of this bill will also exponentially lower the tax payer’s costs of family fragmentation which currently amounts to 1.9 billion dollars a year in Florida according to a 2008 report on the Taxpayer Costs of Divorce and Unwed Childbearing: First-Ever Estimates for the Nation and all Fifty States.  Dr. Benjamin Scafidi, Ph.D., who did the primary research for the Taxpayer Costs of Divorce and Unwed Childbearing, recently commented on the effect this bill could have statewide:

“In Florida, if such a program succeeded in increasing stably married families by just 1 percent, it would save Florida taxpayers $19,530,000 per year.  A 3% increase would save Florida taxpayers $58,590,000 every year.  To get a 5% increase in stable married families, this would save Florida taxpayers $97,650,000.” 

The bill proposes an optional, avoidable, one time fee which asks those couples who are statistically more likely to become a financial burden upon society to bear the cost of entering marriage, the most challenging and complex of all human relationships.  The research is clear that married couples who undergo premarital education experience greater satisfaction and longevity than those that do not.  The bill also creates a positive economic incentive for those couples to seek premarital education as they would receive a total fee waiver of $132.50, lowering the fee from $192.50 to $60.  

We support the Strong Marriages Florida campaign and the Marriage Preparation Act and ask you to please make passage of this bill a legislative priority for the 2010 session.   Thank you for your attention,  

Sincerely,
Leader’s Name and Title

Organization’s Name
